Thomas Jefferson High School 
at U.W. Tacoma
Debate and Interp Invitational
Saturday, November 3rd, 2012
Dear Coaches,

The Speech and Debate team of Thomas Jefferson High School cordially invites you to our debate tournament on Saturday, November 3rd at the University of Washington, Tacoma campus.  Whitman is a very competitive tournament but it is becoming more and more expensive to travel.  Consequently this early season tournament has been designed to offer competition in an abbreviated format that will not break the bank.
Events

Events: We will be offering Public Forum Debate, Lincoln-Douglas Debate, congressional debate, memorized interpretation, and scripted interpretation.  All events conflict so students cannot double enter except in interpretation.

Congressional Debate: The number of chambers will be determined by the number of entries. We will be using the fall legislation packet.  PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR STUDENTS WITH COPIES OF THE PACKET – NO EXTRA COPIES WILL BE PROVIDED!
Lincoln-Douglas Debate: We will be using the Nov/Dec topic and students will be given four minutes of down time.  There will be two divisions, novice and junior/open.   The first two rounds will be randomly drawn.  Rounds 3 and 4 will be power matched.
Public Forum Debate: We will be using the Nov topic and students will be given two minutes of down time.  There will be two divisions, novice and open.  The first two rounds will be randomly drawn.  Rounds 3 and 4 will be power matched.
Memorized interpretation: Memorized interpretation is a combination of humorous, dramatic, and duo interpretation in the same panel!  As this is an early season tournament judges will be directed to focus more on quality of material and development of character than on memorization. There is no differentiation between novice and open.


Scripted interpretation: Any DI, Duo, or HI that are still working off scripts and want feedback as well as all interpretive readings are encouraged to participate.  There is no differentiation between novice and open.
Rules, Rounds, and Rewards
We are following state guidelines for computer use and times.  Interpretation selections should be cut from published material and should follow state rules.
All debaters and interpers will get 4 rounds.  Congressional debate will get two sessions.  There will be no finals.  Instead we will award “Top Dawg” trophies to all 4-0 debaters, the top 3 congressional debaters, and the top 3 interpers.  Additionally we will award superior medals to all 3-1 debaters and all designated superior congressional debaters and interpers.

Maximum Entry Limits

First come, first serve.  When our rooms are full, the tournament is full, but we will not limit the number of entries a school can have.  We will try to avoid having schools hit themselves, but if you enter more than four in a division you will risk this happening.
Special Needs students:  Please specify on your entry if you have any students with special needs (i.e. wheelchair, hearing-impaired, etc.) so we can be prepared to make appropriate arrangements in the tab room.
Deadlines
All registration will take place on www.forensicstournament.net.  Registration will close on Thursday, November 1st at 4pm.  At that time fees will be set and no adds will be allowed.
Judging

LD—1 for every 3 entries
PF and interpretation—1 for every 4 entries.  Note: PF/Interp judges will be considered one group.  Each judge should expect to judge 4 debates (2 rounds double flighted) and 1 interp round; or 6 debates.
Congress is 1 judge for every 8 entries.
Open competitors who are in at least 11th grade may judge novice debate.
Lunch will be provided for all judges.
Fees

Team (squad) Fee: $30
All entries: $10
All checks or PO’s should be made out to Thomas Jefferson Debate and mailed to 4248 S. 288th St. Auburn, WA, 98001.

Food
Food will be available in the West Coast Grocery and all along the campus.  There is a Subway, Starbucks, and many other restaurants.  With our generous time schedule students and judges should have plenty of time to tour the campus and get something to eat.
Supervision

WSFA/WIAA requires that there is certificated coach/staff member from the school or school district supervising competitors at all times.
Directions
From I-5 take the I-705/Tacoma City Center exit (Exit 133).  From I-705 take the South 21st St. exit.  Turn left at the traffic light onto 21st St.  Go through the light at Pacific Avenue and you will see parking on the right.  

Parking
There is a $10 fee for parking, even on Saturday.  Bus loops can be found off 21st turning right onto Dolly Roberson Lane or a small turnaround is on the west side of campus turning east off of Jefferson.  However, buses may not stay on campus so it is recommended that if the bus stays you park by the Tacoma Dome near the light-rail train stop after dropping students off.  You may then ride the Link into town.  Free parking can be found by heading east on C St. but space is limited.
Registration Location and Student area

Tab will be held in CP 206C (Cherry Park).  Registration will be right outside these doors.  This will also be ballot drop-off.  Students will be in WPH (William Philip Hall) which is where posting and awards will be held as well.  Judges will be right upstairs in WPH 202, 204, 205.

Schedule
Registration:

8-8:30am
LD, PF, and Interpretation
Round 1: 9:00am
Round 2: 11:00am
Round 3: 1:00pm
Round 4:  2:30pm
Awards: 5:00 (or ASAP)

Congressional Debate:

Session 1: 9-12
Session 2: 1-4
Awards: 5:00 (or ASAP)
